260                 COMEDY OF ERRORS,            ACT r.
I did obey ; and sent my peasant home For certain ducats: he with none returned. Then fairly I bespoke the officer. To go in person with me to my house. By the way we met My wife, her sister,, and a rabble more Of vile confederates ; along with them They brought one Pinch; a hungry lean-faced villain,
A mere anatomy, a mountebank, A thread-bare juggler, and a fortune-teller ; A needy, hollow-ey'd, sharp-looking wretch, A living dead man l : this pernicious slave. Forsooth, took on him as a conjurer; And, gazing in mine eyes, feeling my pulse, And with no face, .as 'twere, out-facing me, Cries out, I was possessed : then altogether They fell upon me, bound me, bore me thence ; And in a dark and dankish vault at home There left me and my man, both bound together; Till gnawing with my teeth my bonds in sunder, I gain'd my freedom, and immediately Ran hither to your grace; whom I beseech To give me ample satisfaction For these deep shames and great indignities.
ANG. My lord, in truth, thus far I witness with
him; That he dined not at home, but was lock'd out.
DUKE. But had he such a chain of thee or no ?
ANG. He had, my lord : and when he ran in here. These people saw the chain about his neck.
MER. Besides, I will be sworn, these ears of mine Heard you confess, you had the chain of him,
1 A LIVING DEAD man:]   This thought appears to have been borrowed from Sackvil's Induction to The Mirror for Magistrates :
"------but as a lyuing death,
" So ded aline of life hee drew the breath,"   STEEVENS.